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President’s Prattle 
Firstly I would like to officially thank Chris for his 
devoted work as club president for the past (I 
believe) 10 years. I also want to thank and 
acknowledge Liz for her support of Chris often in the 
background. 
Thanks also to Ida and Rebecca for your continued 
support of the club and thank you to all our regional 
reps for stepping up for another year.

The dust has settled now and our AGM and the fun 
at the annual Fraser track day is now entered into 
the memory banks along with all the others.
It was pleasing for me to see so many new faces, 
welcome to our new participants, hope you can 
make it again next year.
Thanks to the photographers who posted the many 
photographs (and Video) on facebook and on our 
web site. 

The AGM delivered us a few changes of personnel 
apart from me. 
Starting at the top of the country Didier Poot is now 
our Northland Rep.
In the position of Auckland Rep is Carey Marsh.
The Racing Rep is James Coup.
And down south our South Island Rep is Kane 
Thomas.
Welcome and congratulations, I look forward to 
working with you and reading your monthly additions 
to our newsletter. 

Please note: All committee members and regional 
reps contact details can be found on our club web 
site www.frasercarclub.co.nz

Currently I’m working with Ida and Rebecca on up 
dating our 

Continued over page

http://www.frasercarclub.co.nz
http://www.frasercarclub.co.nz


31 March 2019

Fraser Car Club Newsletter Page �2

President’s Prattle Continued 
To enable us to accurately upgrade this list we ask 
you all fill in the form found on the following link 
Questionnaire I have included a brief questionnaire 
also; 
This is your chance to have a say on how we can 
improve the clubs activities. eg. What are we doing 
right, what are we doing wrong. We are hoping for 
frank and honest feed back. This information will 
remain private within the committee.
If you feel more comfortable speaking to one of us 
directly or to your area rep please feel free to do so.

It’s great to see we are developing a number of 
events which are now becoming annual pilgrimages 
for us, the latest is the Gentle Annie Run owned by 
Aaron & Katrina. I think this is very healthy for the 
clubs future and with time it is my hope to be able to 
add a couple more iconic runs such as this to form 
the nucleus of our club events calendar.
We need to be able to fore plan these regular 
occasions, a year in advance, where we can meet 
and enjoy time driving our great little cars. 

FYI there is a trackday at Manfield Sunday April 21st. 
For more information click on this link. https://
www.trackdays.co.nz

That’s about all from me this month but before I go, 
please make an effort to fill out our contacts list (DO 
IT NOW) and if possible any comments in the 
questionnaire or just simply tick the boxes is ok. I 
believe this information is very important for the future 
successful running of our excellent club.

Until next month.

Roy 

http://www.frasercarclub.co.nz/questionnaire.html
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A Note From Ed 
Thank you to the Club for voting me in to be our Newsletter Ed 
for another year. It’s a fantastic read this month; from South 
African tales (and tails) from our new Northland Rep, Didier, to a 
South Island wedding adventure from our new South Island 
Rep, Kane.
Each and every rep this month has put in an incredible effort 
and I’m extremely proud of this edition. I hope you enjoy.

Ida 

Events Calendar

 
APRIL 2019 
14th Auckland Car Club sprint 
meeting - Hampton Downs 
21st Track day - Manfield 
28th Caffeine and Classics - 
Smales Farm, Auckland


MAY 2019 
4/5th Fraser Car Club 
Coromandel Run  - Tairua


OCTOBER 2019 
Labour Weekend Fraser Car 

Get Social 
Fraser Car Club Website 
http://www.frasercarclub.co.nz/  
Fraser Car Club Page 
www.facebook.com/groups/
186687148542408/  
Facebook 
www.facebook.com/frasercars/  
Instagram 
www.instagram.com/fraser_cars/  
The Pit 
https://thepit.fraser.co.nz/ 
Fraser Website 
http://www.fraser.co.nz/ 

Fraser Car 
Club 2019/2020 

PRESIDENT 
Roy Goodwin 
roy@frasercarclub.co.nz 


SECRETARY 
Ida Tristram  
ida@fraser.co.nz 


TREASURER 
Rebecca Wright 
rebwright.nz@gmail.com 


NORTHLAND 
Didier Poot 
didier.poot@gmail.com 


AUCKLAND 
Carey Marsh  
careyjmarsh@gmail.com


WAIKATO 
Andrew Blank 
drew7@slingshot.co.nz


WELLINGTON 
Aaron and Katrina Wood 
aaron.climb@gmail.com 


SOUTH ISLAND 
Kane Thomas 
enak_11@hotmail.com


AUSTRALIA 
Leon Flatters-Wright 
leon@redracecars.com 


RACING 
James Coup 
james.coup@beca.com


NEWSLETTER  
Ida Tristram  
ida@fraser.co.nz


Mark your diary! 

Coromandel Convoy
Saturday May 4th - BP Southern assembly point 9:30am for 
Aucklanders etc
Kopu meeting point 11am outside the Kopu Station Hotel 
From there to lunch Coromandel, Kauotunu and a cold drink 
at Luke's Kitchen, on through Whitanga 
and Tairua
Overnight in Tairua - group dinner to be arranged locally 
Sunday at your leisure 

Contact Simon for further details or to register your interest: 
spinybug@gmail.com
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Congratulations  
To all the trophy receipts for 2019: 
Aaron and Katrina - Fraser Car Club Trophy 
Liz Maclennan - Most Driven Woman  
Steve Lowery - Hindsight Award (Andrew Blank in the photo, as Steve wasn’t there) 
Carey Marsh - Japan Cup (also not able to be there)
Thank you all, so well deserved!

Fraser Car Club Committee & Reps 
 
Congratulations to the new and re-elected 2019/2020 Fraser Car Club Committee and Reps.
President: Roy Goodwin  
Treasurer: Rebecca Wright 
Secretary: Ida Tristram 
Northern Rep: Didier Poot 
Auckland Rep: Carey Marsh  
Waikato Rep: Andrew Blank 
Wellington Rep: Aaron and Katrina Wood  
South Island Rep: Kane Thomas 
Racing Rep: James Coup  
Australian Rep: Leon Flatters-Wright 
Newsletter Editor: Ida Tristram

A big thank you to Chris Maclennan for his many, many years as President of the Club, and for 
his promise to still help with events, in particular Taupo.
Thank you to Gary Cullen for being our Auckland Rep on and off for years, we look forward to 
seeing you out and about enjoying your Fraser when you have time.
We know we’ll hear more from Gary Frost as his Fraser build progresses - thanks in advance, 
Gary!
Thanks to Steve Lowery for being our former Racing Rep, we know you’ll keep the Club 
informed with model making and other adventures.
Thank you to all the Club members, we wouldn’t be a Club without you!

https://www.facebook.com/sherie.blank?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCO3CeHfwUfcWw5mAYe-vM0WbRr7AM49aLm6y51yZIdCNm3nO4F1cq9DJlmnmSMyqt8K7Qt8kSTIvdK&dti=186687148542408&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/roy.goodwin.77?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDvcwdrunfnkIyATiq75P4PzV4tKVSQxeY8Mtju7YG4OtXE6t82D4IpHnTwDZUZ0NJ8toEl2cyU3EJe&dti=186687148542408&hc_location=group
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Race Report 

As of the last AGM I’m now your ‘racing rep’ and will try to write something about Fraser racing or 
related topics each newsletter.  As Andrew has already handed out the hindsight trophy for 2019, 
if I run out of other material I might drop in stories of some of my less glorious moments in racing 
as examples of what not to do.   I have Fraser #45, which I purchased as a kit but which ended 
up being built by the factory and got on the road back in April 1994, so it turns 25 next month.  
I’ve been racing it off and on since I first ventured onto the track in 1995 at Whenuapai.  It has 
seen the inside of the Fraser Cars factory quite a lot during its life and there is actually not much 
left of the 1994 car.  The steel and alloy body of course, the bonnet, the rear axle housing, the 
rear guards, the rear brakes and the front callipers, the steering wheel, column and rack, the seat 
bases, the fuel tank and perhaps half of the wiring is all.  Oh and it still has the same Autronic 
ECU ‘brain’ though it has been rechipped a couple of times…  It started life as a ‘standard’ 
Silvertop 4AGE.  It has always been and still is a 20 valve but now with a 7A bottom end.  The 
rego is on hold but my next project is to get it back to road legal status.
 
Not a lot of ‘racing’ to report on this month, except of course for the ‘club day’ at Taupo earlier this 
month.  I found the day to be a lot of fun.  Not as good as I remember the Fraser-club only days 
in the past, but I thought the low pressure approach with no passing into corners was a good 
compromise to get the maximum number of people out there on the track.  I spent the day taking 
my teenagers for runs and they too had a great time.  A big thanks to all the FCC organisers who 
persevered and made it happen in spite of the obstacles we heard about on Saturday night.
 
It was very unfortunate to see Andrew’s car with what looked like fairly serious problems and 
needing to go home on a trailer, also Chris with a bit of a gearbox leak, hope you got home in one 
piece Chris.  Many years ago I was at a Fraser Taupo day, on the little old circuit, and ran a wheel 
bearing on the way home (must have gone one castle nut notch too tight trying to get the play out 
of those horrible little Triumph Herald bearings).  Fortunately another Fraser owner kindly 
stopped, we put my car on his trailer and I drove his back to Auckland.
 
Since Taupo I’ve been in touch with Trevor Lines who, along with long time Fraser racer John 
Bloemendal and Kevin Hunt, has been running the Clubmans Sports Car Racing series for the 
last few years.  Clubmans SCR has had a year off this season after there were insufficient cars 
ready at the start of the season but are intending to be back on track next season, hopefully 
October / November 2019.   I went to Manfeild in November 2018 and raced with the NZ 
Sportscar series, They really were very welcoming and all were pleased to have a new person 
racing with them.  The November meeting (which used to be the ’Whittakers’ meeting) is always a 
good one, I think we had four races plus the final farewell where anyone can go out. 
  Unfortunately Lotus 7 replicas aren’t really on the same page as the sportcars and I ran last in 
all the races apart from others having DNFs.  There were a couple of cars not too far up the road 
from me and I think with a bit more seat time some more of the rust in my driving would have 
shaken out and I would have been able to mix it with them.  This was first time racing the car 
since 2013 first time at Manfeild since 2011 I think, and with a new engine and gearbox setup to 
get used to, so I was happy with the progress and pleased to come home fourth in the final 
farewell and put it back on the trailer without any major damage.
 
This Sunday 31st we have the Sports Car Club of NZ’s sprints on the Hampton club circuit where 
I’m guessing I’ll see a few other Frasers, and if anyone is interested in a run at Hampton Downs 
there is an Auckland Car Club sprint meeting (on the National circuit I assume) coming up on the 
14th April which I’m going to look into.  Final round of the NZ Sportscars’ series is at Taupo in the 
last weekend of April.

James 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Australian Report 

It had been 10 years since I was last trackside at the 
Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix. Having left the planning 
to the last minute, grandstand tickets where not an option, 
so the decision was made to go as General Admission and 
take in all of the sights and sounds of the event. 
Melbourne turned on some beautiful weather, which was a 
key ingredient for an enjoyable weekend.  With limited 
shelter and shade options, any extreme in weather is 
going to require the correct preparation, along with very 
comfortable walking shoes.  A back pack and some small 
fold out chairs made carrying a supply of food and drink 
easy, this meant that when we found a suitable viewing 
spot an impromptu picnic resulted, all nicely seated above 
the dust and dirt.

Walking the track and watching from various vantage 
points was surprisingly enjoyable, the crowds were not too 
large, and you could get near the track in several different 
parts to enjoy the physics defying dynamics of the cars. 
With the television coverage being so good these days, 
complete with high definition, in car footage and live 
telemetry, the lounge chair is always going to be one of the 
best seats in the house.  Watching the F1 cars live, 
however gives you an appreciation of how incredible these 
cars, and more so their drivers truly are.  The way they 
hold on around corners at impossible speeds like they are 
on rails, the way the drivers catch them with a flick of the 
wrist, when they are on the ragged edge, still doesn’t seem 
to compute no matter how many laps you watch them.  
Standing beside a straight, the cars appear in one side of 
your vision and disappear out the other in barely enough 
time to register any detail.  It is simply staggering that 
there is a driver strapped in the middle of it, controlling it 
through corners and straights, and that a whole bunch of 
them can lap the circuit, in a time that separates them by 
less than a second.

The engine noise of the modern hybrid powered cars is 
very different. The scream of the old cars that would have 
your ears bleeding in mere seconds, has gone and now 
they are no louder than any other race car. It means that 
you can do away with the ear protection and enjoy the 
racing, but at the cost of one of those intangible qualities 
that made the hairs stand up on the back of your neck and 
set the F1 cars apart from the rest. 

Even with two full days at the track, there was more to see 
and do than time to do it.  There are always cars racing on 
track, and plenty of static car displays, as well as more 
active entertainment.  
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Australian Report Continued 
Stunt performers jumped and flipped quad bikes, and the 
F18 air display was the  
best I have ever seen, so incredibly low level and fast, it 
went on for a decent amount of time too.  Jaguar had a 
short sprint track set up, where members of the public 
could be taken around as a passenger, with a professional 
driver drifting the wheels off nice new F-Type coupes all 
day long (that has to be a fun job!) I would also maybe 
avoid buying any white, slightly used ex-demonstrator F-
Type models that Jaguar are selling in the near future.

Taking photos of the F1 cars with the iPhone camera was 
a tall ask, so I focused on some of the amazing cars on 
display, including two beautiful Brabham BT62s and a 
beautiful line up of the MG’s used for the drivers’ parade.

After the race on Sunday night, the weekend was finished 
off with a trip to Lygon street, the Italian heartland of 
Melbourne, for dinner.  Not expecting much celebration, 
given that Ferrari didn’t achieve greatness in the race, all I 
can say is I can’t even begin to imagine what it would be 
like had they won!  There was an endless line of Ferrari’s 
parked both sides of the street, broken only the occasional 
Lamborghini and a Porsche GT3. We ate dinner sitting 
alfresco, street side, watching the parade of various Italian 
exotics that continuously streamed by.  It has to say 
something when a bright green Lamborghini doesn’t stand 
out as it, passes an identical one parked up next to it.  
Traffic stopped completely, at one point, as a Ferrari race 
car was unloaded from a trailer, and the crowd cheered as 
its engine was revved mercilessly to crazy rpms, not to be 
outdone the motorbikes took turns with burnouts and 
donuts.  All of this was happening at 9pm on a school 
night!

All up it was well worth going for the experience, next time 
I think a grandstand overlooking the pits would be the go.  
I just need to work on it being sooner than another 10 
years.

Leon  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Australian Report Continued 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Northland Report 
This is going to be challenging, first report and I’m 
15000 km away in Africa, with no Fraser to enjoy!
So wildlife, good food, excellent wine and family and 
friends it is.

Arrived in Johannesburg in the stinking heat (30-35 
degree heatwave in NZ, pha, you gotta be joking, that’s 
a nice steady day in summer here!) and was met by my 
sister who lives here.
Next day sister number 2 arrived from Belgium, with 
hubby and 2 more relatives in tow. A 3 week trip all 
organised including game parks and the escarpment in 
the north east, and then food, culture and vino in and 
around Cape Town.
First two weeks humming around in a VW minibus, 
perfect for longer trips and great for game viewing.  Also 
a great off road vehicle as it turns out. I’m sure Avis did 
not really intend on us using it that way, but needs must!
I will let pics do the talking, but even after loads of trips 
in Africa, the game Parks still do it me. 

Up there, things have changed dramatically since I was 
here last 5 years ago. Infrastructure failing, roads 
dreadful, full of potholes, and no maintenance 
happening anywhere. Service varies from outstanding 
to downright rude, not something we’re used to in NZ.  
And most obviously, the gap between rich and poor 
appears to now be shifting towards appallingly poor and 
mega rich. Again, we think the gap is growing in NZ, na, 
you should see it here!

Cape town is an altogether different story. It appears 
that everything is going ahead here. Good roads, clean 
(for Africa), great food. And the wine estates, oh my 
god. Amazing.
We could learn a thing or two. We have incredible 
wines in NZ. But here, they know how to build a whole 
experience when you go to the estate. And cheap: 
wines of comparable quality are half the price. Very 
different wines to ours. South Africa is well known for 
growing Pinotage, a hybrid of Pinot Noir and 
Hermitage. Grown only here and in California in any 
quantities. Its no wonder that Europeans flock to Cape 
Town for trips, for holidays. Only one long haul flight.

We stayed in a magnificent lodge, 15 minutes from 
where my father lives. Our Lodge was situated up on 
the hill, overlooking Gordon’s bay in a (security) gated 
area. But to get to this incredibly posh area, you have 
to drive through Sir Lowery’s pass Village, a township 
where recently there have been protests. 
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Northland Report Continued 
So they close the road by burning tyres and rubbish, 
and throw stones at vehicles trying to get through. 
Naturally best avoided, so we had to drive around to 
gain access. (at times both roads were closed.)

Highway speeds here a much more sensible 120 limit, 
you cover mileage considerably faster than at home. 
And as most main roads have a wide margin, people 
here are amazing at pulling over and letting faster 
traffic through. Imagine that at home!!!

Food prices are roughly half to 1/3 of what we 
comparably pay. Accommodation too, unless you opt 
for the extreme luxury, and then the sky is the limit, as 
it is at home! You get almost 10 South African Rand 
for your dollar, and in realistic terms, you will spend at 
a rate of half to a third of NZ. 

Currently I am sitting on a beautiful balcony, 
overlooking the Boesmansrivier, and the waves 
crashing in at Kenton on sea. Luxury B&B house, 4 
bedroom, 4 bathroom, pool, in a top seaside town, 
less than $400 per night all up. 
Another of these typical African contrasts: expensive 
little town, surrounded by squatter townships, where 
people literally live in corrugated iron and plastic 
shacks.

And then there is the now famous “loadshedding”. 
South Africa has some 48 Gigawatt power capacity, 
and currently requires about 28. But 20 of that is 
“broken”. Maintenance is not something the 
government is too keen on here, costs money you 
know. So, solution here: all good, arrange 4 stages of 
“loadshedding”, in various areas.
What that means, is that they cut the power to entire 
regions/suburbs for a good 2 hours up to 3, yes 3! 
times a day! You can imagine what that does to 
businesses. Unbelievable!

Anyway. To the question everybody always asks about 
Africa: is it safe?
Relative term, really, isn’t it. We know all too well with 
recent events in Christchurch, that nowhere is safe. 
But like at home, you need to be sensible and 
consider your movements carefully. We, who have 
lived in South Africa at some stage, are I suppose, 
more used to being alert, and watch our back.
There is a lot of crime, violent crime, and you need to 
stay away from potentially dangerous areas and 
situations. 
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Northland Report Continued 
Everything gets locked, so from that point of view, not 
totally relaxing.
But certainly not a reason not to visit. Most people are 
incredibly friendly, we drive on the same side, and 
most people speak a sort of English.

So some more R&R for a couple of days, then back to 
Cape Town for some more time with my ageing dad, 
and some more over imbibing! 

As any person that has visited South Africa will tell you: 
come for the wildlife, come for the Cape, come for the 
incredible vistas. It’s a beautiful place, of stark 
contrasts, poverty and riches, beauty and sorrow. 

We are very lucky to live in an equally beautiful 
country, with less danger, less sorrow, less inequality, 
less poverty. 
Every time I travel overseas, I am reminded very 
powerfully, of the incredibly amazing country New 
Zealand is. Makes me proud to be a Kiwi!

So back to NZ soon, to get some good Fraser driving 
done, missed the wee beast.

Didier,  
from RSA 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Auckland Report 
Hello all and thank you for your trust in electing me (I 
assume unopposed and with any other names 
suggested hiding under the table at Taupo trying not to 
laugh). Slightly unprepared I will fill this, my first 
submission to the newsletter with ‘stuff’.

My Fraser has been sitting in the garage largely 
unattended except for installing the new Throttle cable 
inner following its breakage on the Southern Run with 
the Cobra club. The C-Tek is doing its job however and 
the battery remains in good condition, ready to start for 
the next adventure. It is however in danger of being 
blocked into the garage as I accumulate bathroom bits 
and pieces in preparation for pending renovations.

Caffeine and Classics will be on this Sunday – 31 
March. If there is enough interest I can ask my work 
colleagues to reserve a number of spots in a row just 
for the Frasers / 7’s.  Please let me know – if not this 
month then we can do it next month and try to get a 
long row of Frasers to impress the C&C regulars. I will 
be there helping set up and then taking photos for the 
Caffeine and Classics Facebook page. According to 
the Complete Kit Car magazine (UK)  article that 
published my picture of the Fraser with Auckland city 
as a backdrop, I am after all, the official photographer 
for the event. Which came as a surprise to both my 
boss and I!! 

The Repco Beach Hop is on at Whangamata this 
weekend. It is amazing how many people seem to be 
calling in at almost last minute, wanting to insure their 
Dodge, Mustang, Pontiac, Falcon or other American or 
Australian machine. In discussion some appear to 
have bought the car merely to attend the event. There 
are also a number of recent imports that the owners 
are hoping to have certified in time with the intention of 
being parked up and a “for Sale” sign stuck in the 
window in the hopes of a quick turnover.  Graeme – my 
mate in the Cobra Club – asked if I was going. I don’t 
think he likes me much. Imagine the reception from all 
the bearded , black T shirt wearing Muscle car 
enthusiasts when a Japanese powered tiny British 
derived 4 cylinder sports car turned up. Their 
pacemakers would all stop instantly.

As many of us have a bias towards English sports cars 
as evidenced by the type of car we drive, it may be of 
interest to some to know that MG are relaunching in 
NZ with the Chinese parent company SAIC now looking 
for new dealers to represent the MG range. Initially 
they plan to sell an MG3 hatch, and two small SUVs.  
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31 March 2019

Auckland Report Continued 

The engines will be a 1.5 litre four cylinder with the option of a 1 litre turbo – down the track I 
wonder if that could be an interesting build option for us?

Electric Vehicles numbers in NZ are closing in on 13000, apparently with a target of 16000 by 
years end. Anyone thinking of an Electric powered Fraser, your new power plant may be on the 
way. The benefits will include the ability to talk to your partner on a run as noise will be confined 
to tyres and wind. Although for some, the disadvantage may be the ability to talk to your partner 
on a run. 

And who knew there was such an organisation as the Special Interest Vehicle Association of NZ. 
(SIVANZ) They are a group that claims to be working for the owners of Special interest vehicles 
(like Frasers) as “The language used by politicians, some lobby groups and benefitting 
businesses is changing rapidly around the topic of climate change, electric vehicles, emissions 
and the life span of fossil fuel.”  They claim that there is about $3.4Billion of Special Interest 
Vehicles on the road or in garages. So the interests of these owners need to be protected or 
considered by regulatory bodies as the future of Fossil Fuels in NZ is discussed.  It’s an 
interesting discussion to keep an eye on for those of us who enjoy our cars.

Hoping my first submission meets someone’s approval, Will try to be a little more club activity 
related next month.

Couple of photos attached to add colour 

Carey 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31 March 2019

Waikato Report 
Our March track day has come and gone with a bang in 
more ways than one!!
We joined the convoy at Ohinewai and apart from what 
was fairly persistent rain at one point, it was a pleasant 
drive to our lunch stop at Okoroire Hot Springs Hotel. 
Apart from the broken EFTPOS that easily caught a few 
out in this cashless society, we had a delicious lunch 
with great company before we headed off to Taupo.  

Saturday night was our AGM & dinner and was again at 
the Taupo Cosmopolitan Club which pretty much looked 
at full capacity. 
After 1 year of sitting on the cabinet below the TV, it was 
my chance to pass on the prestigious “Hindsight Award”. 
This year’s lucky recipient was Steve Lowery for putting 
up with a dodgy battery that he seemed to have for a 
whole year. Every time I saw Steve his car would only 
just fire into life. I thought it was hard case that when 
Steve & Roy headed down to Taupo for a track day, that 
when they got to Cambridge they decided to buy a 
battery charger & jump leads instead of a new battery!! 
Along with Steve also tried to push over a 600 plus kg 
concrete barrier with a 600kg Fraser which was a good 
effort. Considering the numbers his Fraser came off 
pretty good considering. 
Congratulations Steve and by the way, I've decided 
upon a new rule that you can’t give back the award to 
whoever gave it to you!! 
You will see why I think we should have that rule!
 
I was having a ball of a time on Sunday at our track day, 
well, all 10 minutes of it that is, until I came onto the 
main straight and lost all power? The engine just 
seemed flat in 3rd so I changed to 4th and still the 
same?? Looking at the dash, the engine wasn’t hot and 
oil pressure was good so I wasn’t too concerned and 
assumed it was something electrical, so I made my way 
back to the pits. As I was driving to where I was parked, I 
switched it off and coasted the rest of the way. Having 
not made it to where I was parked, I started the engine 
to the most horrendous knocking sound with smoke 
coming out of the exhaust & air filter. Then my heart 
sank with the feeling that the engine was knacked and 
this was going to be extremely expensive weekend.
Removing the spark plugs was a definite tell-tale the 
things were as bad as they sounded. I've since found 
out that the early S2000 (F20C) engines can have 
issues with valve spring retainers cracking which then 
causes a valve to drop. Since I brought this engine back 
in 2003, (and having only done 5,185kms), they were 
still relatively new and these problems weren’t known. 
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31 March 2019

Waikato Report Continued  
Honda cured this weakness for the later 2.2 S2000 engine (F22C). With Honda upgrading the 
retainers & cotters to solve this problem. Apparently it’s only the inlet that crack. I have broken 
retainers on the inlet & exhaust but I assume the exhaust is because of the carnage not the 
cause. The cause being the inlet letting go?? All you have to do is buy 2.2 ones from Honda and 
problem solved. If you know about it that is!!
 
I called Uber Hamish and he came to the rescue and picked us up and we headed back to his 
place. Thank you to all of the Fraser people who offered various ways of getting us and the car 
back to Hamilton. Your generosity was much appreciated. Once back in Hamilton, we couldn’t 
restrain our curiosity with what damage had been done so we pulled the head off that afternoon 
to see the carnage in the #2 cylinder. Another sign that things weren’t going to be good while 
stripping down was all the valve seat & valve guide pieces in the air filter. Pieces had been spat 
out the inlet and they were ingested back in the #1 cylinder for its turn to have a chew. Pretty 
obvious that the head is beyond repair along with #2 piston but the block is also very marginal as 
the F20C doesn’t have cast iron liners. It has just a coating of Nikasil (Nickel Silicon Carbide) on 
the aluminium bore which is scored. 
I've made a few enquires with various places but it seems that S2000 engines are pretty scarce. 
I've been talking to a guy that has the later 2.2 version (F22C) that he is thinking about selling (it’s 
still in the car so I can take for a drive). The 2.2 is so close to the same BHP standard but 
achieved at 8,000RPM instead of 9,000RPM and a bit more torque and already has the 
upgrades. 
I’m not in a big hurry as I need to get the funds together 
to pay for this engine which is why I’ve been working 
every hour I can. This has included 2 x long shut days 
last week at NZ Steel in the Steel Plant changing the 
white metal bearings on the ID fan. This was followed by 
Saturday at the Stevenson Concrete plant changing a 
motor & gearbox on a cement auger and Sunday at 
Rotowaro open cast coal mine. At the mine we changed 
the bearings on a gravity take up drum, that’s on a 
conveyor that goes across the road to deliver coal to the 
stock piles for the train that goes to NZ Steel. Relatively 
easy job if it wasn’t for the fact that you’re working from 
a cheery picker that you’re harnessed into (next to the 
tall green building https://goo.gl/maps/LoG96QZ64Br)  

That’s all for this month

Andrew  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31 March 2019

Wellington Report 
We’re back! Thanks for having us as the Lower North Island Reps again. This news is a bit out of 
order sorry as we wanted to say thanks first.

After a rather hectic time we were a little concerned that the car may not be ready for taking to 
Taupo. But thanks to some ‘well timed germs’ on Tyler’s part, Aaron managed to squeeze in a bit 
extra work on the car while being stay at home dad. Though this probably took longer than 
normal as the patient wanted to participate in helping with the car. (Tyler loves helping so much 
that he has started saying that Aaron and him built the car, and Katrina did nothing, which is not 
how I remember the excruciating and potentially relationship-ending vinyl wrap, but hey the kid 
can dream.) This meant the car was road ready and just had to have its WOF squeezed in two 
days before we were due to head away. 

The trip to Taupo involved a convoy of two! Matt and Jan travelled up later, so it was just Aaron’s 
parents and us. The weather wasn’t too bad, but it was starting to look a little dodgy as we 
approached Waiouru. We stopped at the Z station under the shelter and put on our wet weather 
clothes. We were glad we did this as it rained quite hard for a section of the Desert Road. On the 
plus side - we now know that our new rain suits are fabulous and keep us toasty warm and dry.

The AGM was full of surprises. We were absolutely blown away to win the Fraser Car Club trophy 
- what an absolute honour. When we first joined the club we knew we were different having a 
McGregor. What we have found over the years though is that the club spirit is strong and we have 
been welcomed and are very much a part of the club. When we think of our favourite memories in 
our car, apart from our holidays around the North and South Islands, they are adventures or track 
days we have done with the Fraser Car Club. Thank you to those who join in the adventures, as 
without willing participants there can’t be fun adventures.

As promised at the AGM we will be doing the Coast to Coast again this year over Labour 
weekend, starting from New Plymouth and finishing in Napier. We will work on the plan over the 
next couple of months and keep you informed. A few of you have already said you are marking 
the date on the calendar, which is fabulous!

We enjoyed popping out the track on Sunday and seeing all the cars lined up. We hope everyone 
enjoyed and that wonderful club feel was there for the rest of the day.

The trip home was relatively uneventful, except for in the car park at McDonalds in Taihape. We 
discovered something that gets more attention than our cute little car, or a sparkling new Mustang 
- it’s a ute with three deer strapped to the back. While we were having a snack we watched the 
car park and there were at least 10 different people take photos of the ute, while not seeming to 
even notice the snazzy cars parked behind. (Apologies for anyone that is offended by the photo, it 
was really gross but wanted to show you how the cars can be out-done!)

In other car news this month, Aaron and Tyler attended an event at Manfield that Aaron has 
previously been to. It turns out that things have changed significantly and they didn’t really fit in 
due to the lack of mullets, cigarettes/vaps, tattoos and bad language. As you can imagine it 
wasn’t really a family friendly event but Tyler enjoyed seeing the drifting on the track.

With the school holidays and Easter not too far round the corner, we wish you all the very best 
and perhaps our paths will cross out on the road.

Aaron & Katrina 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Wellington Report Continued 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31 March 2019

South Island Report 

Hi Fraserites

Recently I had the honour of being asked to be the South Island representative for the Fraser 
community. I gladly accepted this position for the love of the car and its awesome people that 
drive them. Although I must admit I feel somewhat disconnected from the South Island Fraser 
community due to living in Westport on West Coast - and I have never been on a cruise with any 
of the Canterbury group.
I hope my stories mishaps and adventures can make up for it, even get the odd giggle and be 
interesting enough to keep you awake before you get to the next article.
In the past year my poor old Fraser has been sitting in the garage broken, dirty ,covered in 
rubber, kids’ ice cream and numbers painted on the leather doors that I was assured would come 
off....All from the last good outing I had in Feb 2018.
When I took the car to the Ruapuna drags and taught myself a lesson in physics by going the 
slowest I had ever been down the quarter mile, all the while having the most power the car has 
ever had and using huge big slick tyres... I think I 
touched on this on my last guest report, but to sum it 
up, my gearing was wayyyy too tall with high revs 10k+ 
and tall 28inch drag tyres. This meant that I was only 
using 3 gears to get down the track instead of my usual 
6... 1st was revving out to 160kmh which made it 
impossible to get off the line cleanly without bogging 
down or making the country disappear in a cloud of 
wheel-spin. Nether the less this didn't stop me from 
trying.
I raised the launch control revs higher with more and 
more aggressive timing, causing amazingly loud bangs 
and pops similar to a shotgun symphony. With boost off 
the 30psi gauge and 9000rpm the car still didn't rocket 
off the line due to such high gearing. So I went home 
with my tail between my legs, pushed the car into the 
garage and came up with a plan of what needs to be 
done to get the car performing like I want it to. 
I made a list of what I need to do and as much as I 
wanted to get stuck into getting it done straight away I 
had to put my plans on hold and neglect drag racing 
dreams for my Fraser while me and my partner saved 
like crazy to give my darling girl the wedding she had 
been dreaming of since she was a kid. (If she asks it 
was OUR dream wedding!)
We got married on the 2nd of March 2019 on a beaut of 
a day. It truely was perfect...
Apart from both wedding cars breaking down haha... I’ll 
touch on this later...
A couple of months before the wedding I tried to take 
my car for a drive and found my clutch slave cylinder 
had failed... Damn! I think I neglected the old girl so 
long that she thought she would teach me a lesson. So 
out came the engine again for what seems like the 
millionth time to find out what went wrong. My clutch 
slave cylinder runs around the gearbox input shaft 
which uses O rings to seal the fluid in which had failed.
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31 March 2019

South Island Report Continued 
Since I installed this clutch setup a few years earlier I 
have never liked how it felt under my foot. The pedal 
was extremely heavy a bit like trying to push your foot 
into a gumboot 3 sizes too small (we have all done it) 
you would get it in but it would be agony until you 
released it.
So I decided to make an entirely new, much larger 
clutch slave cylinder, that would suit my application 
much better, I used 100mm high grade aluminium rod.  
I machined it down to make a good housing I then 
machined down stainless steel pipe for the piston, with 
larger O rings to suit.
Then I threw it back in the car and hoped my hours of 
machining was worth it. 
After I installed the engine back in the car replaced a 
few gaskets from engine removal, topped up the fluids 
and fired it up for the first time in ages I then bled the 
clutch. When bleeding something didn't quite feel 
right.... and low and behold my instincts were right... 
sitting on my workbench was the old slave cylinder 
and sitting on it was the clutch slave bearing that i 
forgot to switch over to the new setup... I WAS MAD 
like really really mad - picture Homer Simpson hitting 
his thumb with a hammer mad. I decided the old girl 
could suffer another week in the garage. 
A week had passed and I had cooled off with the aid of 
a few beers in between. I decided to do the weekly 
ritual engine removal to install the bearing. All was 
going well I lifted engine out in record time swung it 
out of the way and then CRASH BANG wtf just 
happened? As I moved the engine away from the car I 
bumped my chain block lever button from up to down 
and for the life of me can't work out why but the chain 
block dropped the engine onto my front carbon fibre 
tyre guard leaving a nasty gash in the beautiful 
carbon. If you thought I was pissed off last week than 
today I hit an all new level… I was madder than the 
Hulk. 
I centred myself with a beer and carefully put the car 
back together. 
Sweet success. All that blood, sweat swearing, beers 
and more beers had paid off the clutch now felt 
amazing and was as light as pushing a kitten through 
a cat-flap with your foot.
I then took the car for a short drive.
Later that week I gave the old girl a good old cut and 
polish and to my astonishment I was amazed at how 
well she cleaned up and how deep and clear the paint 
looked. 
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31 March 2019

South Island Report Continued 
Wedding day... the morning of the wedding I had a few good mates around so I let them go for a 
drive in the Fraser. Each of them coming back with jaws dropped, white knuckles and in awe of 
the acceleration and handling . A testament to the quality of these awesome cars as these guys 
all have high hp race cars themselves. 
The wedding went perfectly... that is until it didn't... just after our ceremony my brothers mighty 
ford falcon XD with a gargantuan 9litre 460ci big block V8 decided that it didn't want to start and 
stripped the teeth off the starter motor... 
Me and my new wife (Donna) were in my Fraser anyway so our best men and women had to hop 
in a spare car.  
Off we went to some cool local spots to get some wedding photos... one of those spots was down 
a gravel road 3km long.
When I drove this road a week earlier i was in a 4wd with high clearance. 
When I was in the Fraser, I quickly realised that I was too low and proceeded to grade down all 
the high spots as though I was working for the council (these photos better be worth it!) 
We got some amazing photos and then re-graded our way back to tarmac to another location. 
During the photos I noticed the photographer really liked my car and was keen for quick blat up 
the road so I offered to take him for a ride. 
We strapped ourselves in reversed out then clunk... the car stopped dead... bugger.. After towing 
the car into the wedding reception with a not so amused wife along side we had a great night 
celebrating with all our friends and family. 
The next day I had a quick look under the car and found the crank angle sensor had a stone hit it 
and stuffed it completely. I ordered a new sensor the next day, plugged it in and fired it up. The 
old girl lives again... (I think she might still be mad at me though)

Well Thats all the adventures I have had up to date.
I hope you’re still awake and enjoyed reading it.
All the best,

Kane 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31 March 2019

Fraser Factory Report 
Once again the Fraser team had a great time 
at the Taupo track day this year, the full track 
and different format was a nice change and we 
have heard mostly positive feedback about the 
new format. Trusty old DMOFSR survived 
another year of running every grid of the day 
although 3rd gear decided to commit karakiri 
on the way home so a gearbox rebuild is on 
the cards!

Through the workshop this month has been 
the return of John's BEAMS 3SGE powered 
Fraser Clubman. John has done most of the 
mechanical installations and we will be 
completing the electrical installation, tune, trim 
and get the car road legal. This is a high spec 
very nicely finished Fraser that we look 
forward to the next few months getting it done.

Tony picked up his Fraser, which is all road 
legal and looking fantastic. We look forward to 
seeing it on the streets and at events.

Bruce has been working his magic on the back 
corner of Gary's Fraser that had a small fight 
with a pole at his hotel car park in Taupo. Note 
the pole won! The repair looks great and Gary 
can start to tell everyone it never happened!

The rest of this month has really been filled 
with campers, certification and WOF repairs to 
all sorts of weird and wonderful cars from 
Citroen 2CV's to Bedford vans!

Get out there are squeeze the last of summer 
out of your cars and once it gets too cold - put 
a jacket on!

Until next month
    
Dan and the Fraser team
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